BOARD MEETING: MA-EPPC





JULY 21, 2004

Held at Morris Arboretum, Philadelphia
Notice:

Date   for 2004 Annual Meeting:  September 29, 2004; Fort Detrick, MD
Dates for 2005 Symposium:          July 27—28, 2005; Philadelphia, PA
Minutes taken by Larry Hurley, at request of President John Peter Thompson, in absence of a secretary.

Board members in attendance: John Peter Thompson; Faith Campbell, treasurer; Mary Ann Lawler; Jan Ferrigan; Joe Dempko

Guests: from Pennsylvania Landscape and Nursery Association (PLNA)

Jim McKenzie, Proposed  PLNA representative to PAISC; Larry Shehan (Waterloo Gardens); Lisa Nicholas, PLNA Government Relations Director; Jeff Thompson, new PLNA representative to Pennsylvania Noxious Weed Task Force (PANWTF)
I)
Presentation by PLNA:  

As reported by Jim McKenzie: There was a meeting of the PLNA Invasive Plant Task Force.  “The goal of the meeting was to reconstitute the task force and reaffirm its charge.”   Since the publication of the invasive species list for Pennsylvania, the task force has not been very active.

The Governor has ordered formation of a Pennsylvania Invasive Species Council (PAISC), but membership is still in formation stages.  PLNA intends to be active in the group.

PLNA has adopted the Voluntary Codes of Conduct for Nursery Professionals of the Saint Louis Declaration.  They are intending to focus on education of all stakeholders.  They intend to expand the training materials for the Pennsylvania Certified Horticulturist examinations to increase the material relating to invasive species.  They also hope to get supplemental training material into the brand new Certified Landscape Technician program, although this is run through a national group, the ALCA (something like Association of Landscape Contractors of America).
Members of the PLNA Invasive Plant Task Force:

Lisa Nicholas was introduced as the new PLNA Government Relations Director.
Jeff Thompson was introduced as the new PLNA representative to Pennsylvania Noxious Weed Task Force (PANWTF).  Jeff is a wholesale grower, goal is to increase awareness in the industry and public.

Larry Shehan is hardy plant buyer for Waterloo, a large and well-known garden center in the Philadelphia area.

Others not at EPPC meeting, include: Dale Hendricks; Calvin Ernst; Randy Heffner; Chris Snavely.

John Peter invites PLNA to become a sponsor of the 2005 MA-EPPC symposium.  Jim suggests we send a formal request to Lisa Nicholas.
Jim McKenzie to send contact material for ALCA to John Peter.  Mr.McKenzie left after this presentation.

II)
Discussion of MA-EPPC 2005 Symposium:
Guests from the Morris Arboretum: Bob Gutowski, Director of Educational Programs; Jan McFarlan, Education Coordinator; Amy Hoffmann, Education Intern; Lori Golgen, Intern, Nature Conservancy, representing Joanne Steinhart

Given the superb notes taken by Jan McFarlan, I submit them in lieu of my notes, following: 
Minutes

July 21 Invasive Plant Conference Planning Meeting

Date and Place:  It was decided to offer a two-day conference in August of 2005 at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.  Jan will contact Penn to find out about availability and to establish dates.  MA-EPPC will have business meeting over lunch on the second day.

Theme:  The theme of the conference will be New Perspectives, changing perspectives.  It will provide both practical, hands-on approaches to dealing with invasives as well as present current research.

Schedule:  The format for each day will essentially be as follows:


8 am

Registration, continental breakfast, vendor area


9 am

Welcome and introduction


9:15am

Keynote plenary speaker


10:15 am
Break


10:45 am
Concurrent Session 1


12 noon 
Lunch


1:15 pm
Concurrent Session 2


2:15 pm
Concurrent Session 3


3:15 pm
Break


3:30 pm
Plenary Speaker

Possible speakers:


Janice Marinelli
BBG--Substitutes for invasives (like Cole Burrell)


Dale Hendricks
Native Plant plug program


Neil Diboll

Prairie Nurseries, seed mixes


Dick Birr

Marrying landscape industry needs to environmental needs


Craig Tufts

Backyard habitats


Jennifer Sullivan
IES re-engineered pond with native plants

John Gutti
Native and non-native plants for creating sustainable landscape (did landscape at St. John’s in Annapolis)

Barry Yinger
Bringing new species into the country

Other session ideas:


Native Substitutes Forum


Panel on practical control methods for various invasives


Design implications and ideas, conservation designs.  Exciting presentation to attract nursery and 
garden center professionals


Researcher on Phragmites


How do plants spread, what are the characteristics of a plant that make it invasive


Management—developing a plan, setting priorities and monitoring.


Restoration (what to do after invasives are eliminated)

Sponsorships:  Bob Gutowski said that sponsorships are critical to making the seminar a success.  John Peter spoke with Lisa Smith about helping to find sponsors again.  In 2003 we raised $15,000 in sponsorships; in 2001, $12,500.  John set a goal of $20,000.

Timeline:  By Labor Day we hope to know who will be working on sponsorships and have a list of potential sponsors and amounts.  We also hope to have a list of speakers and session topics.  By October 1 we hope to have asked speakers and have gotten commitments from them.

Respectfully submitted, Jan McFarlan

Note: since the meeting, it has developed that Penn is booked up for August:  the official dates of the 2005 meeting are July 27—28 (Wednesday and Thursday)
Additional notes by Larry Hurley: MA-EPPC planning committee is John Peter Thompson, Faith Campbell, Jan Ferrigan.  We believe JoAnne Steinhart from TNC will also be part of the committee.
Session lunches will be working lunches with some sort of presentation or discussion.

All EPPC board members/general members are invited to submit suggestions for speakers. Please send to Lhurley@behnkes.net
III)
2004 Annual Meeting
The planning committee is composed of Art Gover, Kerrie Kyde and Steve Manning. John Peter Thompson volunteered to join the committee.  Other interested parties invited to join.

The meeting will be held at Fort Detrick, MD

It will be in conjunction with the IPC meeting.  
Part of the day will be the MA-EPPC annual business meeting. 

Among topics for the business meeting—election of a Secretary.  It is believed that the terms of the current officers (John Peter Thompson: President; Jil Swearingen: Vice President; Faith Campbell; Treasurer) extend for one more year.

Larry Shehan agreed to stand for election to the board. (See PLNA, Item I, above).

The IPC meeting to be an outside/on ground component.

Note: since the meeting, the following arrangements have been made for the meeting by the committee, and I insert them here for the purpose of making my life easier.
The meeting date has been set at September 29, at the Community Activities Center at Fort Detrick, Maryland.

The meeting will include 4 to 5 hours indoors, including the MA-EPPC annual business meeting, and a field tour of the IPC’s invasive species management activities on the grounds of Fort Detrick.

The committee is working on the speaker program.

Attendees will be asked to pre-register.
IV)
Treasurer’s Report

Presented by Faith Campbell. Balance as of 12/31/03 is $12,376.39.

Approved.

V)
Secretary’s Report
The office being vacant, there was no report, nor minutes of previous meetings presented.
VI)
Old or New Business
Faith Campbell suggested the time was ripe for MA-EPPC to have an invasive plants list, and John Peter Thompson expressed support.
Faith Campbell urged adoption of the list maintained by Jil Swearingen as the Invasive Plant List of the MA-EPPC. It is the Plant Conservation Alliance Alien Plant Working Group (Mid-Atlantic List. The list may be downloaded at: http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/list/midatlantic.htm
Motion to send notice to membership calling for a vote to adopt the list at the 2004 annual meeting.  Approved.  John Peter Thompson to send out the notice to the board and the general membership.
