
A CWPMA Approach from West Virginia:   
The Potomac Highlands CWPMA 

The Nature Conservancy: Keith Fisher, Director of Conservation 



Mission	

The mission of the Potomac Highlands CWPMA 
is the prevention and management of invasive 
species in the headwaters region of the South 
Branch of the Potomac River in West Virginia 
and Virginia. 







Goals 
1.  Decrease the impacts of invasive species on native plant and animal 

communities, public and private forest, rivers and streams, agricultural 
lands, and local economies using Integrated Pest Management (IPM).  

2.  Develop and support partnerships among a diverse group of private land 
owners, concerned citizens, agencies, non-profit organizations, industries, 
educational facilities, and local governments. 

3.  Increase public awareness of the invasive species problem through public 
workshops, field tours, community meetings, demonstration areas, and by 
sharing informational resources. 



Goal  1:  Integrated  Pest  Management	
•  Crew  leader  (TNC)  and  2  WVCCC  members	
•  Performed  treatment  on  1,500  acres  in  2012	
•  On  federal  and  private  lands	



Goal  2:  Our  Partners	



Goal  3:  Education  and  Outreach	
Materials	

•  Quarterly  newsleNer	
•  Website	
•  Videos	
•  Treatment  Slides	
•  Brochures	
•  Facebook	

Events	
•  Seneca  Rock  Discovery  Day	
•  Petersburg  Elementary  School	
•  Garlic  Mustard  Challenge	
•  Farmers  Dinners  	
•  Master  Naturalist  Meetings	
•  Master  Gardeners  Meetings	



Goal  3:  Education  and  Outreach	
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Our  accomplishments…	

•  Leveraging  $230,000  in  grant  funds  (not  counting  federal  
contributions  and  in  kind  match!)	

•  Supported  a  full  time  AmeriCorps*VISTA  Coordinator  
for  two  years.	

•  Supporting  a  permanent  50%  time,  coordinator  
cooperatively  between  The  Nature  Conservancy,  the  US  
Forest  Service  and  the  US  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  	



Questions?	

Evan Burks 
PHCWPMA 
Coordinator 
(304) 636-1800 ext 288 
ejburks@fs.fed.us 


